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THE
PRESIDENT’S
NOTEBOOK

I's time (o do some serious thinking
about the upcoming Thirtcenth
Reunion of the F-286& Sabre Pilots
Asgociation. Jerry Johnson and the
staff in Las Viegas have already done
a lot of leg work in preparation for
what we believe will be another
memaorable reunion, We will be back
at the Monte Carlo Hotel, They take
good care of us, SPECIAL NOTE:
This reunion will be held Monday
thru Friday, rather than over a
weekend as was done in the past.

You will see from the Registration
Form (included with this issue) that
the prices have gone up 2 bit from
the last reunion. Not pleasant news
to receive, but if you compare Lhe
price for a total package thie tima, to
that of the last reunion, vou will find
the increase to be a modest 1 2%. Food
costs alone at the hotel have risen on
the order of 20+%, S0 vou Ccan see
that we are really trying 1o hold the
lime as best we can. Mail yvour
registration In before January 2001
and deduct $10.00.

We feel this reunion should be
gspecially high on every member's
priority list, It will be held right in
the middle of the truly world-wide
commemaoration of the Fiftieth
Anniversary of the Korean War, And
the role of the F-86 and the pilots that
flew it (read US!) was perhaps the
mosl significant of any weapon
system. We will be paying special
attentlon 1o the anniversary, Let U5
show the people in Las Vegas just who
those steely-eyed fighter pilots were!

Another important reason to make an
extra effort to attend is more somber
-but very much a factor nevertheless,
[t's right in our tile - REUNION, Pause
for a moment and refllect if vou have
Iost 2 buddy or wingman since the last
reunton. (On a personal note, 1 lost
one of the finest pilots 1 have ever
known just this last spring.) Project
forward to the next reanion in 2003
and mentally look around. That's
realicy. My old squadron has
shamelessly piggy-backed on the I'-B6
Sabre Pilots Association for the past
gseveral reunions to have our own
mini=get=together within the big
reunion. It's a great idea, Meet vour
sguadron mates AMD all the other
buddics who flew that wonderful bird.
We encourage all of vou to adopt the
practice.

A couple of comments regarding
membership. 1L looks like we will
have to drop about 115 members for
non-pavment of dues despite
repeated notices, And so far this
wear we have gained only about 50
new members, compared 1o about
100 new members in previous years,
This is a disturbing and ominous
trend. We hate to lose any already
ernrolled member, Check your dues
expiration dare right now (117s on the
malling label), to see what your
status is. And if necessary, send in
Your pavment,

Secondly, we know there are a log of
people out there who flew at least
pne model of the F-86, and who are
eligible to become a member, but
aren’t. ¥We need yvou to help us
recruit them. Check your old
sguadron rosters. Check the rosters
of wour sguadron  reunion
associations, Either contact the men
yourselves or send the names (o our
staff, We will take it from thero. Let's
get 4 bunch of FNGs to the
Thirteenth Reunion!! (It ain't
politically incorrect if you just use
initizls - is it7)

See yvou in Las Vegas in Aprll 2001,

Glenn L. Nordin

President

Jrom the editar

Just a quick note to say that the 13th Reunion is fast
approaching. 1I'm hoping to meet all you guys again at
the Monte Carlo next April. £o get your reservations in
early.

We're planning two things for the year 20001, First will
be a 530th Anniversary of the Korean War tssue. It will
feature photos and stories of the men and places in Korea,
sort of a ‘scrapbook’ of Korean remembrances. 1 Invite
gveryone to send me stories and anecdotes, as well as
photos of men, alrcraft, and bases in Korea and Japan
during the war. The all-Korea issue will be vol 9, 21.

The next ‘all-anything issue’ will be an all-Air Guard issue
{Were there any F-26 units in the Air Force Reservef),
But to have an all-Guard issue, 1 need stories and photos,
Right now we have very few Guard stories, and even
less pholos. Let's hear from you guys on this one. We'd
like to do the all-Guard issue for Fall 2001.

I'm still looking for patches {color xeroxes will do) from
any E-86 unit or flight. We attach these to any story
about 3 specific unit - if possible, Contact the Editar,
Sabrejet Classics and let me know what you have. All
for now.

Larry Davis

POLICY STATEMENT

The F-B6 Sabre Fllots Assoclatlon does ool participate in any solicitation or endafsement not contralled by, or for the sale benelit
of, the aszoclation. Eeaders are caulicned To be wary of any representation in conflict with this policy.




Lt.Col. Vermont 'Gary’ Garrlson
Wanted - information, stories, anecdotes and
photos of LiCol Garrison's life, Eagle Sguadron,
dth PG WW2, Korea, between wars, Vietnam.
For a storv about his life,

Contact: Larry Davis, Editor,
Sabrefet Classics,

47132 Cleveland Ave WW,

Canton, OH 44709, ph: (330)493-4122,
e-mail <sabreclsx@aol.com:

Patches Wanted
or color xerox of any patches used by
F-86 Sabre squadrons or flights,
especially ‘special patches’ such as 335th FIS
“Mach Riders", recon units,
dir demonstration teams, etc.

For use in S5abrejet Classics magazing.
Contact: Larry Davis, Editor, SabreJet Classics,
4713 Cleveland Ave NW, Canton, OH 44709,
e-mail <sabreclsx@aol.com:»

WANTED
CONTACT WITH aNY MEMBERS OF THE
F-86 SABRE PILOTS ASSN, WHO WERE
RESCUED FROM BEHIND ENEMY LINES OR
HOSTILE WATERS DURING THE KOREAN WAR,
CONTACT FORREST L. MARION, AFHRA/RSO,
a0 CHENNATULT CIRCLE,
MANWELL AFE AL 36112-0424,
g-mail <forrest.marion®maxovell.af.mils
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

REMEMBER “THREE SABRES DOWN!”

WELL, HERE'S A FIVE SABRE ACCIDENT!

Whits we prioned "Thres Sabmes Desws™ (voll 8, oo 2], and declared | hal 1 Wik, L
oaT kel e, Lhie waorst single F-20 aociglend, we arsissrnid 1har we'd hear drom
rezders. Mra. Dorolhy Ak, wife of Sabre pllos LCol, Reg Adars, whe 2eade hils
laag flight o 31 July 204K, related the Tollowing spory vo us bhe alss prosddisd
several newspaper arthiles from the tme of the acchdent.

Friday, 4 September 1953, was a memorable day
for five F-86 pilots from the 51st Wing at K-13
{Suwon, South Korea), They were in Japan to ferry
brand new Sabres from Kisarzu AB to Suwon. As
many Sabre pilots will recall, Kisarazu (across the
bay from Tokyo/Yokohama) was the processing
center for Sabres which had just arrived via ship.

1Lt. Reg Adams and the four members of his flight,
received a weather briefing for the trip back. But
their take-off was delayed (perhaps because of the
weather, but we're uncertain of that). They
planned to make a stop at Tsuiki AB, a major
maintenance center for the F-86. It's location in
southern Japan, made it a convenicent refueling
stop on the trip back to Korea.

Finally, the five pilots were able to launch in their
spanking new Sabres. Arriving in the vicinity of
Tsuiki, they encountered a “violent weather front
that built up suddenly”, according to an Associated
Press report, An Alr Force spokesman added, “They
were all equipped for instrument landings, but
they had very limited fuel capacity. The weather
was vile and apparently they could not make a
normal instrument approach.” NONE of the Sabres
landed safely.

Mrs. Adams says that Reg knew he was going to
have to bail out when looking behind, he saw that
he had just flown between two mountain peaks:
This must have convinced him that the time was
NOW! “He pulled the handles™.

The five 515t Wing pilos 1hat survived the aosdent over Tsulkl, Japan

The only apparent inss that day was an F-54 plios that encountered the
samie storm. (credit - Dacathy Adamish

As he cjected, he felt a pain in one leg, and he
thought it might have broken. After he got a good
chute, he watched his shiny new Sabre smash Into
a mountain just ahead. He landed on the thatched
roof of a little house near Beppu, on Kyushu [sland,
Reg recounted to his wife that as the local populace
came to see him, the women seemed more
interested in the parachute fabric than in his
welfare,

Eventually, a Canadian doctor arrived and told Reg
that his leg was badly bruised but not broken. He
was placed in a jeep and they drove off just as an
attractive Japanese lady in traditional clothing
arrived with a tray of oriental delicacies. She
seemed disappointed to see the jeep leaving, and
Reg said he was too, since he hadn't eaten in some
time.

According to another AP report of the accident, a
total of six fighters went down In the bad weather
that day. One was an F-84, Three pilots crash-
landed and received minor injuries, two bailed out,
and one was still missing. Evidently, all the Sabre
pilots survived as proven by the photo
accompanying this story.

Sabrejet Classics would like to thank Mrs, Adams
for helping us tell this story. If any readers can
add names or other details, please let us hear from
VO,

F-86 Sabre Pilot Association Dues
The mailing label on SabreJet Classics magazine shows the date your
dues expire. Dues are $25 for one year, $50 for 3 years, and $200
for a Life Membership. All dues payments are credited on the date
we deposit your check, and handled like a subscription to a

magazine,

Dues payments should be sent to the following address:
F-86 Sabre Pilots Association - Membership Dues
PO Box 97951, Las Vegas, NV 89193-7951

-
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An F-E6L on the flight line at Reno in 1959, The 192nd Sguadron transitioned into the F-86L advanced version of the

F-86D interceptor in August 1959, flying an air defense mission wntil conwerting to B-37E Canborra light jet bomhbers
in March 1961. This F-86L, nick-named =Cliy Of Korth Las vegas®, wis destroyed in an aircrafl accident on 19 August

“BATTLE BORN!”
The Nevada Air Guard & the F-86

1859, (credit - Nevada ANG)

Thanks to Lt.Col. Cindy Kirkland, Nevada ANG
PAD, for her help in preparing this article

The Air MNational Guard in the state of Nevada was
recognized on 12 April 1948 at Reno AFE, on the
California-Nevada border. Equipped with Morth American
P-310 Mustangs, the unit was orpanized as the 192nd
Fighter 5quadron, a direct descendant of the 403th
Fighter 5quadron which had served within the continental
U5 during the war years. During the war in Korea, the
192nd was called to active duty and redesignated the
192nd Fighter Baomber Squadron. Stll eguipped with F-
31D, the squadron was based at Bergstrom AFE, TX,
George AFB, CA, and Keflavik, lceland, before being
returned 1o state control on 1 December 1952 and
reassigned o Reno.

On 1 June 1955, the squadron was again re-designated,
now as the 192nd Fighter Interceptor Squadron with an
alr defense mission under Air Defense Command.

However, the unit was still equipped with E-51Ds. Less
than a decade after the Nevada Air National Guard's
humble beginnings, the unit entered another era - the
Jet Age. In July 1955, the squadron took delivery of two
brand new Lockheed T-334A jeL trainers.

The reagon for the two-seat jet trainers? The 192nd FIS
was going to re-equip with the North American F-36A
Sabre, the aircraft that had just recently returaed from
combal against the Soviet MiG in Korea, Many of the F-
8b6As were combat veterans?T?? (check serial lists) but
still had plenty of flying and fight left In them.

Training in the T-33 ‘T-Birds" continued throughout the
Summer of 1955, Finally, on 1 November 1955, the F-
B6A entered service with the 192nd FIS at Reno, As 3

fighter interceptor squadron, the mission of the 192nd
was coastal air defense, With a patrol radius of 350 miles,
the alrcraft could intercept inbound targets over the
san Francisco area, or deploy south to Nellis to help
cover the Los Angeles area, Two aircralt were employed
on @ constant 24 hour alert status, fully armed with
1800 rounds of .50 caliber, and ready to go at a
moment’s nolice,

The day fighter era ended in 1958, when the 197nd
transitioned into the all-weather interceptor era in the
F-BGL. The first of twenwy-five F-56Ls arrived in April
1958, Assigned to the 28th Afr Division, the 192nd was
completely equipped and combat ready in the all-
weather F-86L on 1 August 1958, With the F-86L the
alert status was changed from two to flve aircralt on 24
bour alert, Group status was achieved on 1 April when
the 15Znd Fighter Group(Air Defense) was organized
a5 the parent unit o the 192nd FIS at Beno.

A F-510 Musinag assigned 1o the 192nd F5, Novada Air
MHational Guard at Beoa in FP0P7. The 192nd Sguadron
flew the F-510 from activation im April 1948 wantil
converslon to the F-E86A Sabre in 1555, {eredit - Baingh)




Mevada Governor Grand Sawyer gets a briefing on the F-
6L [rom BrigGen Jack La Grange soon after the arrival
al the First of the new interceptors 4t Keno io late 1957,
2% the 192nd anticipated the conversion [rom F-864 1o F-
EGL. The F-56L incorparated the SAGE [Semi-Automalic
Ground Environomenl) cguipment, a data link that tied
the intercepror 1o the ground contreller. {eredin - Mevada
ANG]

Many of the F-86L aircraft were personalized with the
names of towns in Mevada, such as City of Las Vegas,
City of Tonapah, City of Elko, etc, all painted upon the
state map which adomed the vertical tail. The Group
Commander few alrcraft #33-09135 “City Of Beno”.

Aircraft marklpgs included a varving number of stripes
to indicate rank, either in the unit of in the air - four
stripes was the Group Commander, three for Squadron

LiCal Joseph L Geach, Ir. in the cockplt of 2 19%nd
Lguadron F-B6A on 19 April 1958, The date was significant
far Lwo reasons; Colonel geach's appoiniment as Groop
Commander, and it was the liest day the 15Ind Fighter
Group officiallly Became tThe parent poit Ter the 19%2nd
Sguadrom. (credit - Nevada ANG)

C0, two was the Operations Oificer, and one stripe was a
Flight Commander. The aircraft were all in patural metal,
except for Day-Glo bands applied in 1959,

In the Spring of 1961 the Sabre era ended. The 192nd
was slaced 1o transition into the Martin RB-37E Canberra
jet bomber. As such, it was relleved on its air defense
misslon on 31 December 1960, The last F-86L Tight ook
place on 31 March 1961. One F-86L remains and is
displayed at Idlewild Park in Reno.

The ramp at Reno in 1955 showlng a flight of F-B6As from the 192nd FIS sharing the ramp with a pair of 841h FI3 F-541
Scorplons, and 2 T-& Texan and C-47 Gooney Bird from the Nevada Guard, The Texan was used for iraining and target

towing, and carries the cmblem of the 144th FEW, the parent wing, on the cowling, (rredit - Kevada ANG)




Interceptor class 60-C pose In frong ol 2 3553cd FTS F<56L, Tor the Moady AFR Puhlic Affairs cameraman on 30 Octaber

1859, The avther, George Marrett. 1s third faw, nd pilnt in from the el (crsdit -

Conrge Marretn}

“MACH BUSTER”

by George Marrett

After graduation from Basic Flying School at Webb AFE,
TX in April 1958, my wife and I packed up apain, our
third move ln my twelve month Air Force career. My
next assignment was a six month Advanced Flying
school at Moody AFE, near Valdosta, GA, Mying the F-
doL advanced version of the F-860 Sabre Doy | assigned
to the 3553rd Flying Traing Squadron.

Our 1958, robin's egg blue MGA roadster made the trip
from Texas e Valdosta, GA, which was located about
80 mlles east of my Primary Flying School assignment
at Balnbridge, where I'd flown the T-34 and T-37 only
slx months carlier. The Moody flight training area
encompasicd the Okefenokee Swamp, a huge wildlife
refuge that consisted mostly of moonshiners and
alligators,

The F-86D/L was a single seat, all-weather interceptor.
Over 2500 were produced by North American during
the 1950s. With the Hughes E-4 fire-control radar, 12
inch extended win gtips, 24 2.75" rockets, and an
afterburner, the F-86L was an interceptor stationed at
bases along both coasts and the northern border with
Canada. Under control of Afr Defense Command, the F-
86L mission was to intercept and destroy Russian
bombers attempting to penclrale Lo the heartland of
the US. Although unglamorous compared to [ts day
fighter brothers, the Sabre Dog held several world speed
records while defending the Free World during the early
stages of the Cold War,

Checkout in the F-86L consisted of a ground school,
simulator and fyving training, The slmulatos Lraining
focused on aircralt performance, emergency procedures,
and airborne intercept tactics, Since there was no dual
control F-86 for pilot training, passing the final simulator
check was all that stood between me and my first solo.
After much study and hours sweating out the multitude
of emergency procedures, | finally passed my simulator
‘check ride” and was scheduled for my first flight.

Four years earlier, my cousin had married a jet pilot -
Major Charles “Chuck” Teater, a4 veteran of World War
Two and Korea. At that time, he was a Dog pilot flying
out of Sioux City, 1A, Chuck was the frst jet pilot | had
ever met, and he invited me 10 be an usher at his
wedding. But in 1959, Chuck was an instructor at Moody,
and would chzse me on my first flight in the Sabre Dog.

Climbing into the F-86L was easy enough, once my knees
slopped shaking from excitement. The view from the
cockpil was excellent, You sat much higher above the
ramp tham in the T-33. Looking back at the wing, 1
became conscious of the drooping leading edge slats and
the odd excitement of 3 wing sweeping back at 352, The
F-B6L had a combined one piece meovable stabilizer and
elevator. The flight controls were light in both pitch and
roll. As I made a full sweep of the cockpit, Twas ready 1o
Laxi.



when the control tower cleared me onto the runway, |
thought [ could hear my own heart beating. In takeoff
position, 1 set the brakes, ran the engine up U military
power, and checked the flight controls one last time, Re-
leasing the brakes, | 1t the afterburner, remembering 10
make sure the variable nozzle opencd. My instructor had
warned me that if the nozzle didn't open, the back pres-
sure in the engine would cause the RFMS o slow down,
Then the electronic fuel control would sense the low EPMs
and add more fuel, which caused even more back pres-
sure, which dropped the BPMs even more and still more
fuel would be added to the fire. After 14 seconds of this,
the aircralt would explode in a ball of fire.

[ finally found the nozzle gauge on the intrument panel
- OPEN! But by the time [ looked up 2gain, [ had exceeded
the takeoff speed. Pulling back hard on the control stick,
1 made one of the [astest rotations and steepest takeofts
ever made at Moody. | retracted the gear s soon as |
could find the handle, and started o climb. At about
1 80 knols, the slats retracted and Chuck joined up with
me, We leveled off at 20,000 feet and 1 got my first chance
to maneuver the Sabre as the designers had intended.

Unlike the T-33, with its slow roll rate caused by the
weight of two wingtip fuel tanks, the F-86L rolled smartly
with just a small amount of aileron movement. Using 250
knots as an aim speed, 1 slowly rolled into a 3G tum.
Roth slats started to erecp open. Chuck warned me that
if only one slat came out, the added 1ifL on one side could
cause the bird to roll inverted and possibly fall off into a
spin. But it didn't. My Sabre flew like a dream. | felt like
I'd been fAying the Sabre forewver.

Mext | got to push the power up 10 fuel] military, dive at
307 and accelerate 1o 400 knots, With a smooth applica-
ton of 4Gs, 1 looped the Sabre, going over the top at 150
knots., Next came several Immelmanns and a Cuban Eight.
For the first time in my life, 1 was flying a jet fighter. It
was 2 dream come true, | rolled into a high 'G" descend-
ing turn and pretended | was closing on a Russian Ml
“Pow-pow-pow”, | spoke 1o mysell in the oxygen mask,
making sure | didn't transmit over the radio, Chuck might
think 1I'd lost my sanity.

After feeling the Sabre out at altitude, iU was thime to en-
ter the traffic pattern. Chuck followed me as [ made
multiple low approaches, before making the landing,.
Concentrating on holding the correct pattern speed, 1
rolled out on final and called Moody Tower for clear-
ance to land. The tower clearcd me to land on the one
runway, then cleared Chuck 1o land on the other, paral-
lel runway.,

1 heard the transmission, but thought the tower had
cleared me to land on the parallel runway. 1 angled over
to the other runway. Seelng my mistake, the tower cleared
Chuck to land on the runway I had originally becn as-
signed. Again, upon hearlng the new radio czll, 1 thought
it was intended for me and reversed back to the first
runway and landed. Meanwhile, Chuck was doing 5-turns
hehind me planning to land on whichever runway 1didn’t
use! After landing, Chuck remarked that we looked like
an aerobalic team,

One entire training flight in the F-56L was devored 1o
supersonic flight, Using the ‘burner, I climbed to 40,000
[eat, leveled off, and accelerated to 9 Mach. 51311 im full

Caplain Charles "Chuck’ Teater climbs into an #050h FIW
F-B&0 at RAF Manstien. Capldin Teater was an Instructor
Pillotl a1 Moody when George Marrett was goiog through
Interceptor School, {creditl - Gearge Marrell)

power, 1 rolled the aircrafl inverted and pulled the nose
straight toward the ground, aiming at an imaginary
moonshiner's stlll in the heart of the swamp. At about
30,000 feet, the L exceeded the speed of sound and cre-
ated a sonic boom for all the ‘gators o hear. For me,
their was no physical sensation when 1 broke the sound
barrier. All I could see was a jump in the Mach meter. In
seconds it was over, The boom ended, most of the fucl
was depleted, and | was back in the Moody landing pat-
lern. For breaking the sound barrler, a pilot recelved a
Nosth American Aviation “Mach Buster’ card and tie tack.
It was another rung in the ladder to becoming a fighter
pilot.

In October 1959, with 77 flight hours in the Sabre Dog
and the end of my advanced flying school program fast
approaching, | anxicusly awaited my first permanent
zssignment. | had been promoted to 15t Lieutenant by
then. The assignments were based entirely on class srand-
ing, not on recomendations from instructors. All 39
graduating piloss gathered in the base auditorium. There
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Laplain George Marrett flew “Sock It to *Em”, an A-1H Skyraider, contmonly called & "Spad®, when he served with the

#023nd Alf Commando Squadran at Nakhao Phanom BTAE in 1967-6&. The 60Z20d [lew the exlremely dangerous SANDY
missions lnto North Vietnam 1o bring our fuys back, “Low and slow with SAMDY LW Lead.® (credit - Gearge Marrett}

were 39 assignments listed - from fighters to bombers,
with base location and aircraft tvpe chalked on a black-
board. The top ranking pilot had his cheice of any squad-
ron and airplane type listed. After he chose, the squad-
ron that he selected was crased and the next hlghest rank-
ing pilot would chaose,

My position was 9th, plenty high enough 1o assure that |
would get a fighter assipnment. Fut now 1 had raised my
persanal expectations - [ wanted to fly the Century Series
fighter aircraft, and somewhere other than the hot and
humid South, The Century Seties fighters were the newest
aircraft in the Air Force, and all flew faster than the speed

of sound in level Might, not in a dive as required by the
=86,

Lluck came my way. This time the blue MGA roadster
would cross the entire United States, ending in Califormia.
My new squadron was o be the 84th FIS at Hamilion
AFB, CA. And [ was flying the Mach 1.73 McDonnel] F-
1018 Voodoo, | was anxious to leave Georgia for
California. Rier 1 was very thankful that T had had & chanee
to fly the Sabre for 2t least a few hours, And of course.
with all my supersonic experience, my asslgnment in
Vielnam was in the low and slow Douglas A-1 Skyvraider,
nicknamed the “Spad” for obvious reasons.

AROUND THE WORLD IN (THE) F-86 DAYS

Ceslzinly some of the prettiess Sabres were those Servang with Wist German Suendeslultwalfe sguadron 67! 'Richialflen’, ‘Wearing the black, while
and red tulip panern on the nose paterned after }6-71s Commander, Erich Blartman's Witld Wazr I ME-148, Seen here ar Ahlhorn AR, West
Cermany In 1961, the Canadalr Sabre Mk, £5 were delivered bn feklural meetzl, apd later cameuflaged in MATO colers of By and gresn, General

Hamman scored 357 vEdoces in Warld YWar I flving a ME-109 on the Eastern Fronot. (credin - Mece Olmsted)
¥ing




JZOth Fighter Homber Squadran
cmbiem, {credit - Bill Calfrey)

1Lt BElY Caffrey, 720th FBS 1953-1955. (credit - Hibl

Callrey|

CALL SIGN - SHARKBAIT
The 720th Fighter Bomber Squadron

by Bill Caffery

The 72(th Fighter-Bombetr Squadron was activated at
Ladd AFE, Alaska, on 25 December 1933, with the call
sign SHARKBAIT. Our first Squadron CO was Lo.Col,
Harold Graham. The mission of the 720th was three-
fold: Maintain air superiority over the Alaskan Territory
(Tt wasn'ta state yeL), provide close air support to Army
unlts in that theater, and gather aperatlonals
maintenance cold weather test data. Upon activation,
the T20th received twenty-eight brand new F-561% -
twenty new F-30s from North American/Inglewood, and
eight Columbus-built F-23s.

Most of the thirty-six sguadron pilots were In place by
April 1954, with many of them coming in fresh [rom
Class 33F at the Nellis AFB Fighter School. Unit
personnel ocoupied an old WwW2 hangar, and personal
cguipment was very limited, We had 1o share everylhing
with a T SAC unit, Following a short orientation
schedule, the 720th began flight operations in February
1954,

On 17 May 1954, the squadron moved to Eielson AFR
on the Tanana River, aboul Lwenty-six miles from
Fairbanks. At Eielson, we again shared the base with a
TDY SAC outfit. Operations worked out of four portable
‘shacks’ that were adjacent to 2 very large hanger, Again,
we had to share the hanger with first B-36, then later,
B-47 mainlenance crows,

11

e Trised Tlve Mighes within che 720ch - A, B, C, I, and E.
] was in Flight D, Our aircrews rotated alert duty
between Ladd, Eielson, Galena AE {about 250 miles west
of Fairbanks on the Yukon River), Nome Field {on the
Seward Peninsula adjacent to Morion Sound), and
kotrebue Field (just north of Seward Penlnsula across
the Eotzebue 5ound), All the aircrews had 1o complele
the three day Alaska Alr Command Arctic
Indoctrination School, at Fairbanks.

Stomping through the snow during Arclic Survival
Scthool are Lts Horely, Hartin, and Atkins, And you guvs

that went throwph Snake 5chool thought it was toogh.
leredit - Hill Caffrey}




E'.__;":- -

1i.Cal. Hareld Graham commanded the 7200k FHS when this photo was 1aken in May 1955 at Elmendorl AFR, Alaska, Hls
Sabre, F-B6F-30 252-25149, was a brand new airplane bullt by North American In Los Angeles. Most of the alher
sirplanes assigned 1o the T201h were new Columbus-built F-25s. {credit - USAF)

The 7200k FBRS alr demansiration team “Arctic Gladia-
togs”, Included {1-r1 Capl. T.R, Stables, Slot; Lt,.Cael, Gra-
ham, Lead: Capt, Lew Lynch, Right Wing: and Capl. R.E.
Eoss, Lelt Wing. {credit - Dave Harring

Mice tight diamond formatisn by the Arclic Gladiatars
ieam. The *Gladiators' put on air demonstration shows
in the Alaskan and Yukon Terrtiorys during the mbd-
19505, {credle - BRIl Callrey)

12



The 720th FES on the ramp &1 Eielson AFE, Alaska In 1955, Note the variation in markings, with the first three aircraft
having nose ‘art” applied under the letter U, However, all aircralt have the apecified arciic markings in red on the

wingtips and tail. {eredit - Bill Caffroy)

During 1954 and 1955, the squadron participated in
various missions. Air Lo air gunnecy missions were flown
west of Eielson, while air to ground missions were flown
at the Blair Lake Range, which was about 20 miles west
of Eielson. Many close air supporl practice missions were
fown in conjunction with Army units stationed at Fort
Richardson. We also flew support misslons from King
Salmon Field near Bristol Bay with U5 Navy units.

Weather was 8 major problem as you can imagine. And
the problems lasted for about cight months inany given
vaar, Adrcraft had to be moved into the main hanger, or
heaters were used on the flightline 1o keep fingers from
freezing when touching the ioe cold meral skin, Thers
was also a problem with a lack of [ield maintenance
support, including experienced F-86 mechanics and
specialists. An in-house training program was conducted
by the two Morth American Tech Reps assigned 1o the
sguadron.

Lt.Col. Graham 'flies” his hands 4% be makes 2 polng with (0-
) : f - . Fl Lts Dawe Hartin, Hal Wheeler, and Dick Atkins. (credit -
But that was just the beginning. A lack of field Richard Atkins:

maintenance support presented a problem with spares
and test equipment. Spare engines, repairable assemblies, Formation flving with B Flight over the Alaskan Territory
and fmany items of test eguipment were not authorized  ia 1955, (from wop) Capt. Lew Lynch, Lt, H.:_I Whee:lr.-r,_ Lu.
for use in the tactcal squadron maintenance operation. Jim Harrison, and Lt Dave Hartin. (credil - Richard Atking]
For example, there was a lack of tailpipe temperature -
calibration equipment, This resulted in heat damage in
the combustion chamber after about 3-400 hours of
operation, A special inspection of all the J47s revealed
an exiensive problem, and additionz] engine parts had
to he requisitioned, Some time later, the proper
calibration equipment arrived, and all tail pipe
temperatures were gquickly re-calibraced, cockplt guages
were replaced, and the consumption of parts reterned
Lo normal.

A true cold weather problem was that of ice crystals
[orming in the P4 jet fuel, Pilots began reporting rough
enginge operations and fuel flow fluctuation. But the
condition couldn't be duplicated on ground run-ups, One
day, one of the 5abres landed, the engine was pulled
immediately due o a pilot ‘write-up” for the above

13



At tlmes, the 720th would put detachments of four sircraft Into Femote aif bases such as Galens AB, aboul 250 miles
wesl of Fairbanks on the Yukon Eiver. Although designated a fighter bomber sgquadron, the main misslaon of the 720ch

was alr superiority owver Alaska, (credit = il Caffrey)

conditions, When the fuel filter was removed, it was
clogped with ice crystals, Fuel addiclves and water
separators alleviated the problem. Most of the
problems could be traced 1o the fuel belng delivered
in 33 gallon drums, which could develop a moisture
problem.

{ne of the most notable accomplishments of the 720th
FBS was its safety record - we WEVER lost an F-86, After
the squadron became operational (Febroary 1954], it
maintained a high OR rate, logging aver 1000 flying
hours per month in June, July, and August 1955,

Another source of pride to all lormer members of the
T20th was the acerobatic team. They were known as
the Arctic Gladiators (UGH!), with Li.Col. Graham as

Leader; Capl. K.E Koss on Left Wing, Capt. L. Lynch
on Right Wing, and Capt. T.E. Stables in the Slot
Strangely, our Supply Officer - Capt., Bill Patillo - wasn't
a member of the team, even though he had been with
the Skyblazers and Thunderbirds teams. All
performances were limited 1o the bases in Alaska,

On & August 1955, the 720th FBES deslgnatlon was
changed to the 455th FBS, with Major Bob Bell as
Sguadron CC, In Movember 1955, the sguadron
launched, on schedule, for its next post - Bunker Hill
AFB, Indiana, whera it was assigned to the 323rd
Fighter-Bomber Wing, transitioning into the F-1004A
Super Hzbre in late 1956 in preparation for the coming
of the new F-1000. The 720th %guadron was re-
activated at Foster AFE, but was now designzted a
Fighter Day Ssguadron, and was cquipped with F-1T00C s

Members of the
T20th FRS im 1955

included
iFront raw, |-
Lis. Hartin,
Howell,
Binckley,
Houley,

and Smith;

iback row, 1-r}
Lis, Bacticher,
Atkins,
Fickel,
Harrls,

amd Lee,

feredit - Bill Callrey)

-
LS
-



33dth FDS emblem, Chitose 1955

ALL IN A DAYS WORK

by 5/SGT H, Deanne
submitted by Ken Ekberg

When the war in Karea sropped on 27 July 1933, the skars TDV [0 & thatter of lempemte climace’ stins thar the men af the <th Fighter
Intercepor Wing began in Navember 1950 continued. The Jth FIW remalned ar K-13, Kimpe AB, Sorth Kores, anel late 1954, Mving combal
mssians o 8 aaily asis, fusl as they bad throaghour the war, The only difference was they roads pe fonges MY over Norch Koreado the Yalu
] River Bul there was plency of MIG activiey fusl the same.

On I Movember 884, the 40h moved froar Bimpo to Chitose AR, an the Jepanese northern island of Honsho Thelr missios at CRitose was air
defense of Northern fapan. Al Chitose,a fowerh squadeon was attached - the 33%th Fighter Intercepror Squadron, Qyving the £ 860,

during the Formoss Crisis in lzle 1954, che 2th moved lack fo Korea, ai Jeast the 3350h Squadron moved beck, This time they wene hased at
Chian A8, abour S0 miies cast of Riage. They remained ar Ssan enel Suatmer 1955, dunng which time they recarded several additional MG
kills (see Sabrefer Classics, vol. 3, na, 21, before returning to Chitese On 8 March 1955, The <th was re-designated as a Aghter bamber wing, and
then re-designarcd whe Sk Fighter Doy Wing on 26 April 1956, with primanily an air fa alr mission once agsim,

fra |33, U FUT cork 071 2 Dew fOD - RAINE (APARCSE [UMHS i Lhe new fapaness Alr Solf Defense Force (JASDEL 1o v the F-86F Sabre. In
December 1037 the 'share TR Grally ended. But anly the enlr designetion retemed fo Sevmoor lohnzsa AFE Ja North Carofine. The zirand
ground ores resnained in fapan. The men were assipned to diferent onies Bke the 5800 FEW whick was sl in Korez. Some concinaed e

| training of JASDF pélars, Several wer transferred Infe 557 Canbores jor bambers a8 Yokota fHgh-f-k') The Sabrcswess ferded o olher erits in

FEAF, or Iransferred (o other air farces, Moest of the 335th Sqoadron Sabres wear directly from Chitoss to Farmasa and were firmed ever [o
Nadonalisr China, The nest tme the Sth Wing would be iy the Far Easl woold be seven sears lacer, in a country aamed Vietnam

The lollewing story appearced in the 4th Wing magazine "Fourthmanship™ on 1 April 1957,

Li. EEbery rise beflore the chickens = 0315, {ecedil - USAE}

Even a Sabrejet Tighter pilot settdes into a routine lke
those of us who work in offices and other earth-bougnd
jobs. He awakes in the morning to the insistent clanging
of an alarm clock, showers, dresses and eats breakfisn,
Then after a guick husbandly kizs, is off to work at his
*office’. However, his ‘office’ is an alert hanpar or pad,
and his 'desk’ is an [-86 Sabre fighter plane, He works
atl his job d=2ily and returns home to dinner with his
wife and kids, Afterwards, he might take in a2 movie or
& relaxing evening at the O-club.

Hiz 'job' is defendling Morthern Japan against
Communist agression, But it setles into 2 routine far
pilots like Ist Lieutenant ken Ekberg, who [Ties with
the 334th S5quadron at Chitose. His squadron is pretiy
tvpical of Alr Force sguadrons operating in the Far east
In place of a pen or wypewriter, Lt. Ekberg uses the
throttle and control stick of his F-86F as his working
‘tonls”. His ‘punctuations’ can be formed by the sting
of his six ,50 caliber machine puns.




juppericft] Lt. Ekberg kisses his wile "Mike” goodbye and
neads for the base, =1 hope 1711 be home for dinner, dear.®
{upper right) The preferred method ol transportalion al
Chitose in 1956, a Tohatsue motor sconter, (lower lefo)
Lt. Ekherg pulls on his helmet and prepares Tor the next
mission. Will it be training of ‘for real’y’ {lower right)
Lis, Duke Ellington, BEd O°Nelll, Ken Ekberg, and Bill
MeClond go for a winler swim [To test Their ‘poopy suits’,
{all photos credin - USAF)

mMuch of this “jet jockey’s” time is spent waining for
the sguadron mission. The balance of his time s
emploved in waiting, just wailing. IU's one of the hardest
jobs a man can perform. Just ask any soldier, sailor, or
zirman. The vigil of the Sabre Sentry helps keep the
peace in the Free World,




“Scramhble!® Li. Ekberg runs Lo his waiting Sabre Lo inter-
cepl the unkaown bogic approsching from the north, Alr-
lime or MiGaT (credit - USAF)

There are such compensziing faciors in Lt Ekberg's Alr
TForce career as his wife, "Mike”, and daughter “Sharmi”.
He lives a normal family life in his Air Foroe community as

a member of the 4th Fighter Day Wing.

L. Ekberg, while in the Mawvy, got his high schoal diploma
through the GED program. After joining the Air Force, he
recelved his commission through the Aviation Cadet
program, He savs that anything is possible if vou want it
had enough and work hard enough. *1 like the Air Force
and intend to make it my carcer”, the Chicago native added.

A pair of 3341h FD5 F-86Fs over northern Japan in the
winter of 1955-56 looking for the elusive 'wnknown
bogie’. 1T was alsnosr always an airliner of | course. (credic
- USAF)

[1. Ken EEberg™s F-86F when he was assipned to the J34th
FDE at Chitose was named *Mike's Maverick™. (¢radit -
Een Ekborg:

L, fourihmanship

foiFiAmanship magazine, a
publication of the 41 FDW Ia
1956, (credit - Ken Ekbhergl

Mike' and Een Exberg relax at the Chitose D-Club fal-
lowing a hard day at the F-86 "olffice". (credit - USAF)




HASSLING THE METEOR
by ‘Tex’ Henry

I graduated with 53-B at Foster AFR, TX, and was
excited to be on my way to the fighting in Korea.
Then the war ended. Our orders (there were five
of us) were changed and we headed for Europe.
RAF Manston to be exact, by way of the all-weather
school at Moody AFB, GA. The diversion to Moody
made a lot of sense later after being exposed to
the English weather.

The RAF base at Manston had been built during
World War Two as a primary recovery station for
shot up aircraft returning from missions against
Mazi ermany. It was the most eastern base in
England, and right on the Channel just north of
Dover, Manston had a 750 foot wide runway,
plenty wide enough to accomodate a four ship
takeoll and landing in the 5abre, which we
performed on a fairly regular basis. The main
runway had a diagonal grass strip that many of
the RAF aircraft, like the Meteor, Vampire, and
Yenom, used. Their alrcraft weren't as
sophisticated as ours and could use the grass strip
with ease,

When we arrived at Manston, we were assigned to
the 406th Fighter Bomber Wing, in one of its three
squadrons - the 512th, 513th, and 51d4th. The
406th was still equipped with Republic F-84E
Thunderjets, but were about to receive new F-B6F
Sabres. I was assigned to the 512th Squadron,
checking out in the "84 and flving it [or about 25
to 30 hours before transitioning into the Sabro.
At the tlme, [ was one of fourtecen second
licutenants assigned (o the squadron.

Once we got into the Sabre, we spent much of our
airborne time hassling with the RAF. Their first
line flghter was the Gloster Meteor Mk, TV, They
hadn't received any of the Canadair Sabre 45 yet.
The Meteor was the jet replacement for the
Spitfire, and had about the same turning capabilicy
- very tight. The Brivish believed in aircraft that
turn. And more than one RAF pilot claimed that
the Meteor could be cart-wheeled! Some of thart
was in bar talk, but some was In erncst. [ was told
vou could roll the thing into a 902 bank, throttle
the low side engine back to idle, go full bore on
the high side engine, and with full low side rudder
- BAM! End over end! However, [ never saw one do
it.

One day eight of our Sabres had engaged a similar
number of Meteors a bit north of London. o the
melee that ensued, [ ended up behind a Meteor in
an excellent bounce position. | pulled in behind

s0d LT 1.0, "Tex" Heary on the wing of the F-S86F he (lew
when assigned 1o the 512th FOS at Manston. {credit = JD
Henrvi

bim and started taking gun camera film of him when
suddenly, his right engine blew up, with turbine
wheel and pieces flying off. [ followed him down to
see if he would make it into an emergency field. But
anvone who has ever flown in England knows that
vou are seéldom out of gliding distance of some kind
of airstrip.

The Meteor pilot made a safe landing and our flight
rejoined to return to Manston. Suddenly, there was
anocther Meteor flving with us. And not just with
us, he was flving on my wing. Later on, [ found out
that he was checking to see if my gun ports were
blackened. They thought [ was using llve ammo and
had shot down the Meteor! Upon my refurn (o
Manston, T'was met by the DO of the 406th, He asked
if | had taken pictures of ‘the event’. | replied to the
affirmative, whereby he took my film to show it to
the EAF and prevent a flap with them. [ never heard
any maore about it, so [ guess we avoided a second
Battle of Britain,

In early 1954, the 513th and 514th Squadrons
converted to F-86D all-weather interceptors. We in
the 512th kept our "86Fs and in late 1954 moved to
Soesterberg AB, Holland (the envy of all the USAFE
troops). o September 1955, the 312th Squadeon
was re-designated the 32nd Fighter Day 5quadron
and assigned to the 36th Fighter Day Wing at
Bitburg, Germany. The Rowval Dutch Air Force was
equipped with British Meteors, so we continued our
‘aerial combat’ with them - with an occasional joust
with the RCAF guys and their new Sabre Mk, 6s based
in France. Now that was a real *hassle'. [ departed
Soesterberg in early 1957 and was reassigned (o
Mellis,
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SABRE REUNIONS

13th Sabre Pilots Reunion
16-20 April 2001 |

Monte Carlo Hotel, Las Vegas
Highlights
Monday, 16 April - Registration and Hospitality Bar

Tuesday, 17 April - Brunch, Ladies Treasure Hunt, Board of Directors Meeting,
Buffet
Wednesday, 18 April - Red Flag Tour, Legends In Concert
Thursday, 19 April - Membership Meeting, Banquet, Lottery
Friday, 20 April - Checkout I
S S : |
| And of course, the hDEpltﬂllt}_Ear will be open every day!
3555th FTW/CCTS Perrin AFB
Reunion scheduled for June 2001, F-86 SABRE UNIT
For a reunion package, send your name, ~ CHRISTMAS CARDS
address, phﬁllE, e-mail, and dates ;:I.Sﬂllﬂﬂﬂ-lj. 0 FOR USE I SAERE]F' CLASSICS
Perrin AFR, contact MAGAZINE
Perrin AFB Research Foundation, PO Box CONTACT
1998, Polishoro, 1A /5076 LARRY DAVIS,EDITOR,
e-mall @ <perrinafb@texoma.net SABREJET CLASSICS,
4713 CLEVELAND AVE NW,
CANTON, OH 44709,
<SABRECLEX®AOL.COM=
330th/331st FIS Reunion
In Tucson, AZ May 23-27, 2001.
Contact Mike Collymore, CHRISTMAS CARD
e COURTESY OF JOHN HENDERSON.
Eam, L MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM THE STAFF OF SABREJET CLASSICS!
e

-

68th FIS 1950-55
Korea & Itazuke
Reunion and reactivation ceremaonies at
Valdosta & Moody AFE, GA.
Tentative date May 2, 3, 4, 2001.
Contact Wally Hearon,
7548 University Dr, Shreveport, LA 71103,

ph (318)797-3331

e-mail «wvhare@bellsouth,net>

67th TacReconWg Reunlon
@115 Alr Force hMuseum,
Wright-Patterson AFB, Of,
April 26-29, 2001.
Contacrt: Linda Irvine,
4005 5, lone 5t, Kennewick, WA 99337,
{509)582-9304; or
Joe Krakovsky, 18227 W Valley Dr,
Wildwood, IL 60030, (847)223-2907

‘L ]

Merry Christmas to all. ..

=
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the old .50 caliber machine gun bays; with a third, much larger launcher mounted under the fuselage as found on
the F-8600/L all-weather interceptor, Each of the side-mounted launchers held forty-three 2.753" rockers, while the
under luselage ray held over eighty rockets, a total exceeding 190 rockets, The most powerfully armed operational
interceptor was the Northrop F-890 with 104 2.73" rockets, Anvooe koow anything further about this airplane and
the program it was involved in, please contact the Editor of Sabrejet Classics. {credit - NAA)

IT’S COMING!!
13th Sabre Pilots Reunion
16-20 April, 2001

at the Monte Carlo Hotel, Las Vegas.
Make your plans NOW!!

Sabrejet Classics NONPROFIT OFG
P.0. Box 97951 FAID
Las Vegas, NV 89193 PEEN:E:E?:E

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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